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To

the Nembers of the Clemency Boafd:
Kr. Moran, Mr. Snow, Mr. Peck  ,
¢ 28, Prirzregentenstrase '

. . Munchen

e et eeare.

‘Sirs, . .
' ¥

The latest crimes of :Bolshevism h.sve proved to all the world sgain exactly
vhat its ree.l nature and aims in world. poli'tics are. What en amount of criminal .
acsions. ag defined by Control Comalssion law~Ho. 10, for vhich the sov':let_ Union 7
ia to be held responsidle directly or indirectly ha.ve been committed since 1945;-
criminal sctiens sgsinst pescs and humanity, the victim of which was mostly the

German people, and. crimes/var quite recently vhich remind ons of Eatynl Knowing

2
.

of these slarming facts I do houe to be Justified in submit.{in, a petition for

clemency, . : ¢ .
9 . s
* As a badly wounded man I returned to my Swablan villages in 1918. Being. a

teacher, I-only wanted to serve the idea of peace now and to strive for a better - _

" future by promoting éenuine understanding among men and peoﬁlss. ‘ButI realized

how y‘au-: after. year greater parts of the German 1abouriné claeses_ - inmumerable
yeufﬁs smong"them -~ Were attracted by lizhs hsrssy‘ of s "dictatorship e'f the
proleta.riat" and the _promise of a "paradise of workers". Tﬁere were armed striksa‘..
Tiote and’ bloodahed. politica.l murder and terroriam 1n whole provinces, e.g. in
the Vogelsnd. the Ruhr area, Central Germanw'. Munich and Hamburg 1n those ye&ra

after zﬁs first World. war. end they clesrly displayed the reality of :Bolahevist

L
.1deology. * ¥ s °

But all ‘thie was only meant -to be one step on tha way to the realization of
the dictatorship of the -prcletariat. N‘umereu.s refugees from éountries the peoples
of =which had unfor’cunatsly :t‘a.llen victims of Bolshevist regimes, fled to G-ems:w,
they cane from Finland, Ruesia, the letic States and Hungsry. Their reports, about
the ef:t:ect's’. of Bolshevism were dreadful to hear: its enticing theory of a ‘classless

paradise of workers and farmers had certainly not been ree.lized. That is wby I i
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‘ 1mqmni-zed the German people againet its dangerous ideas. 3But as far gs I caw ;

COPY

this scourge of humanity. As a pedagogue I thought it was my d.uty to zet to the

botton of the idea of Bols‘.levism, and the result wvas that I felt I cculd not do

. anvuning vout fight it. ‘l‘he crimes which the Soviet leaders had coamitted du.ring

their revolution and the years after were hardly credidle: many thousand.s of
priests and bishopa, big landowners snd Iactory owners, scientists and engineers .
haD ‘been murdered. But worst of all was the extermivation of hundreds of thousands
of Anti—Boishevist workers amiﬂfarmérs. ‘ A
In the meantime the mumber of criminal) actions by conmunisté and that of . o
victims of the latter steadily increased in my mot;her country. The Government:.
afd mt soam to be pc;werful enough to prevent Bolshevist terrorizatlon of i:he;
German people in a legal vey Thue T bacame 8 member of that political rarty which

had proclaimed the fa.natical fight against Bolsheviem as a means to save our

German fatherland from chao 8¢ °

The administrative and mil itary ranks I held in the Third Reich were beatowed

upon me only because of uy reckless fight against Bolshevism, and all my actions

. and negleéts were caused by this attitude exclua*vely. ! :

L)

Vhen th.e war sgainst mseia broke out another problem arose. We thad su.ccaed.ed

in preventing a Commu.nist revolution in Germany, we bhad moreover mcessfully

Germa.xvaould bYe sil'bject to Bolsheviast ‘terror from outside in case she was defeated

in her fight e.gainst the Asiatic danger of Staliniem, Therefore I had always ) a

passiomtely oppoeed a muar against the Soviet Union. When, however,. it did break

&

' out. I felt I.-was a soldier and had to obey ordera.' Whichever of my ranlcs you will

N good will, apd I am sure you will find in the end that all my activities' were gu.i.ded

conaider. gentlemen, the Chef des SS~Fauptamte und Erganzungsautea der Wa.ffen—SS.
the Verbindungsoffizier zum Qstministerivi und Leiter seines politiachen ruhrungs-

stabea, the Chef des K.riegsgefangenenwesens - I trust you will set to work full af : ,

by tha idea' Eow can I help to save my people and Europe and the uhole civili ed

o
< B
o

\vorld. beaidas from the chaos of Bolshavist terrorism? ) . o,

A.s Chef des SS—EBuptamtes und. des Erganzungse.meea d.er Waff en—ss I succeeded )
: o 1 i
in’ recruiting vol\mteers a.mong the young people of all Europeo.n nations to ﬁght .
) . T

dzainst the Red Army, Mr. Freaman, a Br:.tish ofi‘icer. in his a.ffidavit attached S

»
&

‘as No. 36. confirms my intentions.“ ) A X L . o :

“ -

‘Aa ‘a functionary of the Ministerium Rosenberg fu.r die hesetzten Ostgebiete RO e e

o

worked, for a’ voluntary union of free peoples against.St)viet “Bolsheviem,
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Ag Chef de‘s Kriegsgefangenenvesens my actions and neglects were guided by the
perception that the adva.nce of Asiatic Bolsheviem into the heart of Europe. would not
only destroy Germany ’but western culture in the whole E "uropea.n continent and even
émerica at last, ©

I can gee today that, from a his.t.oricai"“ point of \.ri.ew, gross errors, v:n.n.b.aal.r‘g_N
of until then, were committed.. I do think though, that it was not I who .wa.s
responsible for them; apnd those errors for which I may be held responsible were
not ca.u.sed vy evii or-..even eriminal intentions ":‘a.ft’er all. )

On the contrary. I have never been a warmonger, I have never Judged persoms,

: éven if they belonged to a&: epemies, by any other neasures but their own deeds,

as I’knew‘perfectly well that .there are as many good french or, gooi Russians as

there are good Germans, and that, on the other hand, @her’e are criminals among ail
'_ ‘nauone. 1 honestly tried to‘ help the weak and defenceless, I tried to moderate, or,
‘ ~,if I wasg able to go, to mitigato undeserved misery,: whereas I fought ‘the evil piti-

- lessly with evory means: thai was et my command. Immediately after my having been
wade Chef des Kriegsgefangenenwesens I iiound out under what d.eplora’ble conditions
of life the priaoners of war fron the eastern countries had to live, and I altered
. 'thgm\on m;r own accou.nt. Opposing Goebbels! siogan . of the "sub-humen belngs® in the
east and the oxifiera of ».ipe leaders of the vState and tne.Party X managefi to provide’
:'thﬁm with a standard of life equal to that of:the prisoneﬂe'fron inevwesi. and X
did all this regardless of the consequence.s for my own liie.' B
If you will kindly regard my actions before and during the war. from this point

of view. many of those vhich the Prosecution Board thought ware criminal will appear
to you as having been d.one at that time to do ny duty touards my own' German people

as well as towards the whole of the civilized world, who have now decided.unanimoualy
to unito egainet‘Bolshevism - and you will judge accoraingly. The dreadful crimes
and the malicious -and criminal vay af/fighting of the North Korean bando ‘which the

U. S. Ar-*‘**m\d\the soldiers of the.;South Korean Republic have to face’ now are not

the fault of the North Xoreans only. they are inspired by Bolahevism. and everybody
7 .knows thia today. In such'a deadly fightw‘betwean good and. avil there ‘ou,,b.t co 'be
applied. nrinciplee and measures d.ifferent from toose valiant under normal cond.itions,
yqespecially\if whole nations - as the Germa;a then and the Souxh Koreans and

Americans today - firmly believe they are figbting ror a good cause against an h

- . B
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a'bominable enamy. Cemito .
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A8 1 & not happen t° kmow wbich particu:lar Circumstances will e favoura‘ble o

for the grnr.ting of this petition, 1 begl to submit a getailed report. . The Contente_“
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ES annexed to this letter will, I hope, serve to help you find "thqse jtems which will -
‘be decisive for your vote, gentlemen. If you haye got the power to grant this '
Q : K
I beg you to conslder whether I could
o "be released from the War Criminals
o Prison -to go- to.my home in Gerstetten, =,
- , . Wurttemberg, on varole d'homneur until N\
, . ) R . . : . . ‘ :
: : L a final decision about this petition
: ) ¥ill have been reached,
o+
i ]
° ! . : . . I remain ] " i
; s . - o . Youra very truly, -
. B ‘! 2, 5 . . N ° .
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